Session Nine Handout:
Change the World Through the Life and Love of Jesus Christ
Opening Prayer
Grant us, O merciful God,
the will to see you, whom we desire above all,
that we may find you and be found in you;
may your love and wisdom
guide words spoken in your name;
may we find faith and hope
in the still small voice
which tells us of your presence;
may we be one with you
in Jesus our Redeemer. Amen.
- From Celebrating Daily Prayer

Rejoice in Hope, Be Patient in Suffering, Persevere in Prayer

Romans 12:1-13
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
3

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honour.11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.
9

Reflection:
• What stands out for you in this reading?
• What does it look like to not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by God?
• Where is God calling you to use your gifts?

Change the World Through the Life and Love of Jesus Christ
WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED for the soul of our nation, but also for our churches and the integrity
of our faith. The present crisis calls us to go deeper—deeper into our relationship to God; deeper into our
relationships with each other, especially across racial, ethnic, and national lines; deeper into our relationships
with the most vulnerable, who are at greatest risk.
The church is always subject to temptations to power, to cultural conformity, and to racial, class, and gender
divides, as Galatians 3:28 teaches us. But our answer is to be “in Christ,” and to “not be conformed to this
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world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable, and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2)
The best response to our political, material, cultural, racial, or national idolatries is the First Commandment:
“You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). Jesus summarizes the Greatest Commandment:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, your soul, and your mind. This is the first
commandment. And the second is like unto it. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these
commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:38). As to loving our neighbors, we would
add “no exceptions.”
We commend this letter to pastors, local churches, and young people who are watching and waiting to see
what the churches will say and do at such a time as this.
Our urgent need, in a time of moral and political crisis, is to recover the power of confessing our faith.
Lament, repent, and then repair. If Jesus is Lord, there is always space for grace. We believe it is time to speak
and to act in faith and conscience, not because of politics, but because we are disciples of Jesus Christ—to
whom be all authority, honor, and glory. It is time for a fresh confession of faith. Jesus is Lord. He is the light
in our darkness. “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life” (John 8:12).

Closing Prayer

Read in Unison
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
(Prayer attributed to St. Francis)
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