Session Eight Handout:
Go into All Nations Making Disciples
Opening Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, you have called us to go into the world to make disciples of all nations, to spread your
Word throughout all the world, and to serve one another in humbleness and love. Grant us the grace to serve
you throughout the world, to seek global connections wherever we go, and to respect all of God’s children
and creation. Amen.

Go Therefore

Matthew 28:16-20
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they
saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’
Reflection:
• What stands out for you in this reading?
• What do you think it means to go and make disciples?
• What does that look like today?
• What does that look like in your life?
• Is discipleship exclusive or inclusive for you?

Go into All Nations Making Disciples
WE BELIEVE Jesus when he tells us to go into all nations making disciples (Matthew 28:18). Our churches
and our nations are part of an international community whose interests always surpass national boundaries.
The most well-known verse in the New Testament starts with “For God so loved the world” (John 3:16). We,
in turn, should love and serve the world and all its inhabitants, rather than seek first narrow, nationalistic
prerogatives.
THEREFORE, WE REJECT “America first” as a theological heresy for followers of Christ. While we
share a patriotic love for our country, we reject xenophobic or ethnic nationalism that places one nation over
others as a political goal. We reject domination rather than stewardship of the earth’s resources, toward
genuine global development that brings human flourishing for all of God’s children. Serving our own
communities is essential, but the global connections between us are undeniable. Global poverty,
environmental damage, violent conflict, weapons of mass destruction, and deadly diseases in some places
ultimately affect all places, and we need wise political leadership to deal with each of these.

Closing Prayer

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on
the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our heats; break down the walls
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer, page 815)
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