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Building God’s Household of Peace, Together 

Peacemaking is active not passive, doing not waiting. 

On World Communion Sunday, October 4, we participate in the 

Peacemaking and Global Witness Officering. This special offering 

is focused on the church’s work of seeking peace and 

reconciliation. Together we are building God’s house of peace 

where all are welcome, where all can find compassion, peace and 

justice.  We are to be peacemakers.  

Here in our community, we are we are participating in the 

Matthew 25 initiative which supports peacemaking by 

dismantling racism, eradicating poverty and deepening our 

relationship with God. We are engaged in building God’s house of 

peace by promoting environmental justice which also addresses 

both racism and poverty Our work is supported by your gifts to 

the Peace & Global Witness Offering. These gifts also unite us 

with Presbyterian peacemakers across the country and the world who are also active, not passive; who are doing, 

not waiting.  

In Baltimore, Maryland, the Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church used their share of the offering to promote anti-

violence programs in their schools. 

The Central Presbyterian Church in Dayton, Ohio, used their share to send a delegate to the World Presbyterian 

Peace Fellowship in Colombia to participate in conversations about the progress of the peace accords in areas of 

the nation wracked by revolution. 

The Presbytery of the Pacific supports efforts to bring about change for low-wage workers and other vulnerable 

community members in the Los Angeles area. 

Our gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering have also been combined with others to help end the forced 

inscription of child soldiers, to end gender-based violence and violence against women, to seek peace through 

nuclear disarmament, to end hunger and promote peacemaking in places like Madagascar and Rwanda.  

This offering provides resources to Presbyterians working together to support sustainable food programs in war-

torn parts of Cameroon. And it also provides funding which established a new worshiping community in a 

Washington prison and a program to provide education to prevent STDs and HIV/AIDS in one of the worst-struck 

regions of sub-Saharan Africa. 

With our gifts we are part of all these efforts, whether they are right here in Delmar New York or in places we’ve 

never seen and maybe never will. But these are all places that have one thing in common —the need for freedom 

and dignity that Christ wants for us all. Let us offer the peace of Christ at all times, in all ways. 

We are the peacemakers.

Delmar Presbyterian Church 
585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054  (518) 439-9252 

www.delmarpres.org   office@delmarpres.org     

 
 

 

http://www.delmarpres.org/
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WORSHIP 

 

Worship Plans for October 
 

We are continuing our live streamed services 
through at least the third Sunday in October.  
We will update you of any changes as they 
occur.  If you are not receiving email links 
each week, please contact the office and we 
will see you receive it.  The task force and 
session will continue to monitor information 
about Coronavirus to determine when in-
person worship is safe.  
 

However worship, study and fellowship 
occurs, Delmar Presbyterian Church will be 
alive, following Jesus, doing our best to 
continue Christ’s work.  Have questions?  
Please contact Pastor Karen at 
pastorkaren@delmarpres.org. 
 

A Message from the Music Minister 
 

I hope everyone is appreciating our online 
worship!  Many people have asked me if we 
could somehow have choir music, with either 
live socially distanced rehearsals, maybe 
outside, or a 'virtual choir.'  Sadly, live 
rehearsals, no matter how distanced, are a 
high risk activity.  In addition, they require 
singing from not just six feet apart, but twelve, 
which is not easy musically - we all like 
another voice supporting us from close by.  
I'm exploring possibilities for virtual 
recordings, but there are challenges for both 
singers and our busy technical team in that 
process. 
There are other things we CAN do, safely and 
more easily.  We will soon hold more handbell 
recording sessions, with small groups socially 
distanced. We will happily use musical 
recordings made at home by any singer or 
instrumentalist, and can record at church for 
any singer, instrumentalist, or small group 
that can work together safely.  Remote 

recording sessions are also possible!  (We'll 
soon hear a lovely duet from Beth and 
Claiborne Walthall, safely recorded in their 
home.)  So please consider sharing your 
talents, and encourage musicians you know to 
contact me, so that we can continue to have 
special musical offerings in worship. 
 

 

DEACONS 

 

 
3 Douglas Howard 

6 Erich Hertz 

6 Jennifer Jack 

6 Ellen Kelly Lind 

8 Julie Criswell 

9 Nick Rees 

13 Penny Peng 

16 Larry Chase 

16 Erika Gray 

17 Gail Chase 

20 Sean McGinn 

22 Sabrina Zayas 

23 Ray Mull 

25 Micah Torres 

31 Charles Scholes 

 

Congratulations! 

Heartfelt congratulations to 

Nina Nichols and Julia Alsaarf 

who were married at the 

courthouse in Troy on September 

23rd! A celebration is planned at 

some future date post-pandemic. 

Cards with our well wishes can 

be sent to their residence: 1904 

Burdett, Troy, NY 12180 

 

 

mailto:pastorkaren@delmarpres.org
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RPMs 

 
The evenings are 
crisp with the feel of 
fall and school has 
finally started up 
again, some of it in 
person some of it 
virtual. Though 
saying goodbye to 
the warm summer 
days is sad the best 
part about it is the 
start of the RPMs 
Youth Group! 
 

 
The RPMs finally met again IN PERSON for the 
first time on September 13th after 5 months 
of not being in person. This year, like 
everything else, meetings are looking a 
bit different. First, we moved to the front lawn 
of the Delmar Reformed Church so we can be 
outside. Second, because we are outside we 
had to move our meetings to 3pm so it’s still 
light out and it’s a bit warmer. Third, masks 
are required, hand sanitizer is plentiful, and 
temps are being checked. Once the weather 
gets too cold to meet outside we will look at 
indoor options, but everyone pray for a warm 
fall please. 
 

 
 
 

As a reminder RPMs welcomes all 9-12th 
graders to join so if you know a high-schooler 
that might be interested please let them know 
about RPMs. We are excited to be together 
again and hope we can maintain meeting in 
person throughout the 2020-2021 year. 
Please feel free to contact Beth Gould 
at RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com if you have 
questions.  

 

Rise Against Hunger 
 

Traditionally the RPMs would host a Rise 
Against Hunger event in the fall.  This year 
we were scheduled for Oct. 17th but with 
coronavirus still very much "a thing" it has 
been decided that we will postpone the event 
for the spring (hopefully.)  Doing this, as you 
can imagine, does make things more difficult 
for the organization so the RPMs still want to 
help support them in 2020!  One of the 
options they have asked for is hygiene kits.  
The RPMs will assemble the kits at a Sunday 
meeting but we need your help with 
donations for the items that will go into these 
kits.  We will be filling 100 kits.  Your items 
can be left in a bin marked RPMs outside the 
DPC main entrance door. 
 
Hygiene Kit Materials - All new items 
required  
Please Note: Contents of kits or the 
containers of kits should not be imprinted 
with cartoon characters, advertisements, 
religious, patriotic, military or camouflage 
symbols. 

mailto:RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com
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o bath hand towels (15 x 25 –17 x 27 
inches) - No kitchen, cleaning, or 
microfiber towels 

o washcloths - No kitchen, cleaning, or 
microfiber towels 

o combs -  with at least 6 inches of teeth 
o toenail or fingernail clippers 

No emery boards or metal nail 
files 

o bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 
No Ivory or Jergen's brand - 
something to do with moisture 
content  
Do not remove from packaging 

o individually packaged adult 
toothbrush 

o adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) 
 

Submitted by Beth Gould 
RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com 
 

 

OUTREACH 

 

Food Pantry Needs 

Food Pantry Update: need for paper towels 

and toilet paper 

“Our” food pantry in Selkirk is “chugging 

along”, according to the director. There was a 

drop in number of clients while stimulus 

checks were being received, but now there is 

an uptick in families needing to use the food 

pantry. 

The director reports that the two greatest 

needs are for paper towels and toilet paper, 

as the central food bank does not supply 

paper goods.  

Please consider picking up an extra pack of 

paper towels and/or toilet paper when you 

shop.  Drop them at church and they will be 

promptly delivered to the food pantry. 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting 

one of DPC’s outreach projects to neighbors in 

need! 

Family Promise Meals for the week 

of October 18 – 24 

We will be providing evening meals for our 

Family Promise families at the day house 

during the week of October 18 – 24.  There are 

7 people.  They do not eat sweets (no sweet 

desserts).  They like fruit. They adore/”fight 

over” avocados!  Meals are delivered to the 

kitchen door of the day house 5:00 – 5:30 PM. 

Irene Harbison mireneharbison@gmail.com, 

518-439-3836, cell: 518-466-7225) is 

coordinating the meals. You may deliver your 

meals to the back door of the house, or Irene 

will be happy to collect your meal and deliver 

it.  B’nai Sholom provides the Monday & 

Wednesday meals, so DPC is responsible for 

Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday that week. 

There are only five opportunities, so reserve 

your preferred day ASAP! 

A Grassroot Givers Update 

DPC has supported Grassroot Givers for 

many years. We have followed them from 

their huge quarters at the old Albany YMCA 

(out of commission after a major water main 

break caused irreparable damage to the 

building which no organization had enough 

funds to repair) where the large former 

swimming pools housed an amazing array of 

clothing, housewares, and books, to their 

temporary location at the Academy of the 

Holy Names former elementary school 

building (which is now demolished), to their 

current location at 522 Washington Avenue, 

Albany, NY 12203, phone: 518-599-5157. 

mailto:RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com
mailto:mireneharbison@gmail.com
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As their present quarters are much smaller, 

they are now focused on two major efforts: 

(1) helping families who are being 

rehoused – via the agencies who are 

supervising their cases (Roberta Sandler’s 

area) – and (2) the literacy program which 

provides thousands of books to public schools 

(Mary Partridge-Brown’s bailiwick).  

Roberta and Mary, and their small staff and 

volunteers, are hard at work at their housing 

and literacy projects.  There are now specific 

needs: clothing (seasonal), blankets, 

sheets, towels (items which can be 

laundered), kitchen items – utensils, 

dishes, glasses, pots & pans, etc. They have 

no room for furniture, and are no longer 

allowed to receive children’s equipment like 

booster seats, baby bathtubs, highchairs, 

strollers (all of which they used to be able to 

take). They welcome new microwaves, and 

give donation receipts. The public is no longer 

admitted inside; social services agencies and 

school representatives submit their requests 

and their orders are filled. 

Donations are by appointment only. They 

schedule three or four donations daily and are 

outside waiting to receive items they can use. 

Other things they simply have to reject. 

If you have any of the needed items 

mentioned above, or if you have a question 

about something, please contact Irene 

Harbison (mireneharbison@gmail.com, 518-

439-3836, cell: 518-466-7225). Irene is happy 

to do the deliveries.  Please leave your 

donations in the church donation room, but 

please limit your donations to items Grassroot 

Givers can accept. 

Thank you for your generosity! Our help is 

one of DPC’s outreach efforts to our neighbors 

in Albany! 

 

EARTH CARE TASK FORCE 

 

Carbon Footprint 

You hear a lot about it but what is it? 

Many of our daily activities - such as using 

electricity, driving a car, or 

disposing of waste - cause 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Together these emissions 

make up a household's 

carbon footprint. 

Carbon emissions affect 

the planet significantly, as they are the 

greenhouse gas with the highest levels of 

emissions in the atmosphere. This causes 

global warming and ultimately, climate 

change. Carbon dioxide is released into the 

atmosphere when fossil fuels — coal, 

natural gas, and oil — are burned. 

https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-

calculator/ 

This calculator estimates your footprint in 

three areas: home energy, transportation and 

waste. Everyone's carbon footprint is 

different depending on their location, habits, 

and personal choices. This calculator will give 

you a very rough estimate of your household 

Carbon Footprint. 

mailto:mireneharbison@gmail.com
https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/
https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/
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The interesting part comes in when you adjust 

information up or down to see how small 

changes can decrease your Carbon Foot print 

over time. It also indicates what that energy 

savings will amount to, such as equal to the 

planting of 100 trees, or saving 100 gallons of 

gas. And, if 100 of your friends or the whole 

church took similar actions, what would the 

impact be on the long term carbon foot print. 

Interesting educational activity to do with 

your children also!  Give it a try!  

Nancy Braaten, Earth Care Task Force 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

Ladies Who Care 

Ladies Who Care is back on Zoom.  It has been 

too long since we’ve gotten together.  Please 

join us Wednesday, October 28th at 1 PM for a 

virtual presentation by Bob Lynk – “My Brush 

with Art.”  Bob, a retired veterinarian, has 

made a name for himself with his delightful 

watercolor paintings.  We’ll take a tour of his 

artworks via Zoom 

and listen as Bob 

describes his journey 

into artistic 

expression.  A Zoom 

invitation will be sent 

out at a later date.  

Ladies and Gents are 

welcome! 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Session Highlights for 
August 18, 2020 

 

The meeting was held via Zoon.  A quorum 
was declared.  The consent agenda and July 
minutes were approved. 
 

A building use request for a small gathering 
with an outside groupwas discussed and it 
was determined it is too soon to have a group 
in the building. 
 

A motion to approve live streaming of worship 
through the third Sunday in October was made 
and unanimously approved. 
 

COVID Task Force: 
Distancing signage is in place, sanitizer is 
available in several locations and masks are 
available.  Three different sign-in logs have 
been set up to assist with potential contact 
tracing.   
 

Communications: 
A motion was made to spend up to $1000 to 
purchase 6 Dragon Tough Notepad K10 (10-
inch Android) Tablets with cases to have as 
DPC loaners for congregants and friends who 
need this technology.  This was unanimously 
approved. 

 

Outreach: 
A motion was made for DPC to promote #Give 
828, a Presbyterian Mission Initiative, by 
sponsoring a fund-raising effort to benefit “Soul 
Fire Farm.”  The motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 

Family promises continues to shelter in place 
DPC is assigned to provide dinners during the 
week of 10/18/20 and 12/13/20. 
 

Personnel: 
A position description was created for the 
custodian opening and sent to the 
congregation. 
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Worship: 
Worship has transitioned to live-streaming 
with zoom fellowship afterwards. The service 
is recorded as it is streaming and is then 
posted on our website. Congregation 
members are participating – some by 
recorded readings, some live.  
 

Pastor’s Report: 
A motion was made to approve joint worship 
with New Scotland Presbyterian Church on two 
Sundays.  Sept. 6 DPC would host, and Sept. 13 
NSPC would host. The motion was unanimously 
approved. 

 

A small group to consider worship design 
grew out of Worship Committee emails. 
Through August, group members are 
interviewing congregation members. 
 

The pastor is attending the Matthew 25 
course. 
 

Discussion has started with Finance Chair 
about the Stewardship program for 2021. 
 

The meeting closed with prayer.  
 

Next Session Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 7:00 PM on 
Zoom 
 

 

DPC Protections Against COVID 
 

The entire church building underwent a 
professional COVID cleaning and sanitizing on 
Wedndesday, Sept. 23, in accordance with 
CDC guidelines.  In addition, cleaning logs 
have been posted in the office and both 
restrooms to be updated each time an area is 
cleaned and sanitized.  As a reminder, we ask 
each individual to wear masks and sign in 
when entering and leaving the building.  Hand 
sanitizer is available at each entrance. Thanks 
for doing your part to help keep DPC a safe 
environment. 

 
 
 

 

Janitorial Position Open 
Deadline to Apply October 7 

 
We are continuing our search for someone to 

fulfill our janitorial position.  The job is 10-15 

hours a week with a flexible schedule.  

Includes various forms of cleaning throughout 

the entire building and maintaining NY and 

CDC codes for cleanliness.  This person will 

interact with the office and our building and 

grounds committee.  If you or someone you 

know is interested please submit a letter of 

interest or resume to the office at Delmar 

Presbyterian Church for consideration.  

Application deadline is October 7, 2020 and 

interviews are starting now.  A background 

check will be required.  A job description can 

be found on our website:  delmarpres.org. 

Contact: office@delmarpres.org 

 

 
Capital Area Council of Churches 

 
DPC is featured in the Fall 2020 CACC 
Newsletter, the first in a series of articles 
about member churches.  We are happy to 
partner with CACC and have been very active 
over the years participating in the annual 
CROP Walk and supporting the Emergency 
Overflow Homesless Shelter.  Pastor Karen 
serves on the CACC Board; Nancy Scholes and 
Irene Harbison are committee members. A 
copy of the newsletter article will be attached 
to the Friday DPC Update.  
 

 

 

mailto:office@delmarpres.org
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

 

Bob Horn Bequest Survey 
 

The Building & Grounds Committee wants your input.  Bob Horn, a long-time member and avid gardener, 
left a bequest to the church to be used to beautify the grounds of Delmar Presbyterian.  The committee 
has narrowed the options to two worthy projects.  Unfortunately only one of these plans can be 
executed.  Exact dimensions will be determined by budget and vendor quotes. 
 

Option A:  Terrace outside Fellowship Hall. Half circle going from double doors to double doors.  A short 
retaining wall as the ground slopes away from the church so the patio is level.  The patio will provide the 
congregation options for outdoor services, concerts for the public, youth group conversation space, or 
lemonade on the lawn. 
 

Option B:  A pergola at the south edge of the playground.  Open on two sides with vines growing up the 
columns and across the top.  The pergola will provide seating for parents watching children at the 
playground and a quiet spot for meditation.  There would be space for a picnic table.  
 

 
 
Bonus question:  Would you be willing to donate $200 to add native trees to the front lawn facing 
Delaware Avenue. 
 

Email responses to office@delmarpres.org 

 
 
Name:  ____________________  
 
Preference:    A - Terrace                     OR                         B -  Pergola 
 
_______ Yes, I’m willing to donate $200 for a tree to be planted in the front lawn 

 

 

mailto:office@delmarpres.org

