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Christ is Risen! This is the ancient Easter greeting which reverberates throughout Eastertide 

reminding us that Easter is not just one glad Sunday where we dress up and show up to enjoy 

majestic music and the beautiful flowers, not just a remembrance of things past. Rather, it is the 

joyful proclamation that that God is at work today – right now – to make all things new. The trees 

are greening, bulbs planted last year are sprouting, and dandelions took just days to reveal 

themselves in their golden glory (to the chagrin of many a homeowner who was trying to achieve 

that perfect lawn).  

Christ is Risen! And the power from Jesus’ resurrection is still empowering men and women to 

embrace hope and experience transformation.  

Christ is Risen! We certainly have evidence of God’s living giving Spirit among us here at DPC. In this 

season of new possibilities a new landscape is being revealed. The work on the heavily treed area 

bounded by Cherry Avenue and Delaware Avenue is nearly complete. Being revealed are fresh new 

views of our church with gracious paths that invite the community to draw near instead of a tangled 

barrier of vines, loose debris, undergrowth, and dead and dying trees. 

Christ is Risen! Another place where I see new possibilities and the inspiration of the Spirit is in the 

new approach to Church School which was a pilot project this year. Our children spent 3 to 4 weeks 

studying a Biblical passage which would be presented in church. Our children have taught us and 

ministered to us through skits, artwork, puppets, video – and above all – joy. Our older youth – 

Middle School and pre-confirmation students – are exploring their faith with an adult advisor 

chosen by the youth and their parents. Recently a group of them prepared dinner for our Family 

Promise guests.  

(continued on page 8) 
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Bells of Praise: Thursdays at 6:30 pm Women’s AA: Sundays at 7:15 pm, Tuesdays at noon 

Choir Rehearsals: Sundays at 9:00 am Closed Meeting AA: Thursdays at noon 

Women’s Bible Study:  Mondays at 10:00 am Prez Deadline for June:  May 21 
 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   6 pm Scouts 
7 pm 
Living the 
Questions 

  9 am Art Class 
9 am Spring 
Cleanup Day 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10 am Communion 
11:15 Coffee Hour 
12:30 pm CROP Walk 

 7 pm 
Worship 

6 pm Scouts 
7 pm Living the 
Questions 

  8 am Kiwanis 
Pancake 
Breakfast 

13   Mother’s Day 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10 am Worship 
11:15 Coffee Hour 
 

6 pm Scouts 7 pm 
Session 

6:30 pm Scouts 
7 pm Living the 
Questions 

  9 am Art Class 
4 pm Rental 
 

20  Pentecost 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10 am Worship 
11:15 Coffee Hour 
Pastor Karen leaves 
for conference 

  12 pm Ladies 
Who Care 
7 pm Living the 
Questions 

6:30 pm Scouts  10 am Rental 

27 28 29 30 31 June 1 2 

10 am Worship 
11:15 Coffee Hour 
 

 Pastor Karen 
returns 

7 pm Living the 
Questions 

  9 am Art Class 

 

 

Memorial Service 
 

A Memorial Service for Shirley Sargent will be held at DPC on  

Friday, June 29, at 11 a.m., followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
 

 Liturgists Hostess Greeters Deacon in 
Charge 

Ushers Acolytes 

6 Matt Cooper  
Beth 

Walthall 

Walthalls Randy Morse Gajewski/Hyde Jacob Lewis 

13 David Andersen Cadys Dan Lewis Coopers Jacob Lewis 

20 Dave Austin Walthalls Dan Lewis TBD TBD 

27  Andersens Dan Lewis TBD TBD 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Church School 
 

For our Module 5 the Elementary Sunday 
School class was given a choice.  They could 
choose between learning about the 
Sacraments at their church in a creative 
format, or do the gospel lectionary for May 6th.  
After reading John 15:9-17 and agreeing on 
the basic meaning for all of us, and a 
discussion on Baptism, Communion, and 
Confirmation, with activities for each, hands 
down they all wanted to do a skit with the 
scripture.  And Module 5 was created by these 
very engaged, intelligent children.  
 

Our Pre-School Class is great!  According to 
the children in that class when I talk with 
them, they really like “having Miss Cheryl.”  
Miss Cheryl has come up with some great 
activities for the class, including a “hat” for 
Pastor Karen to be worn on Humor Sunday.  
 

 
 

Again, many heartfelt thanks to Sarah Lewis 
and Cheryl Gardiner; you are amazing, 
talented women. 
 
Joani Jameson 
Director of Youth and Family 

 
 

Adult Education 
 

Living the Questions Bible Study 
 
We are happy to report that by popular 
request, the Living the Questions Bible study 
will continue with Session 3 on Wednesday 
evenings, ending on June 20th.  You are invited 
to join us for lively discussions lead by very 
capable facilitators.  Study packets can be 
found next to the organ. 
 
 

 

OUTREACH 

 
 

 
 

What are you doing the afternoon of Sunday 
May 6?  Would you like a way to visit with 
friends, make new friends, enjoy the outdoors, 
get exercise, AND help change the world? 
Come walk with us in the John U. Miller 
Memorial CROP Hunger Walk to raise funds to 
fight hunger in our community and around 
the world.  We'll start and end at First 
Lutheran Church, 181 Western Ave, Albany.  
Registration starts at 12:30 pm and the walk 
starts at 1:30.  See Anne Crawford after 
church for more information and to get your 
Walker envelope.  And please watch our Goal 
Thermometer rise as our donations increase. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

   
Ladies Who Care  

Invites Women and Men  
to the May Program 

 

Rediscovering Five Rivers 
Environmental Education Center 

 

 
 
Have you been to Five Rivers lately?  A new 
visitor center, with custom-designed 
interpretive exhibits, opened to the public in 
June 2017.  Since then, thousands of visitors 
from near and far have come to explore and 
rediscover this Capital District gem.  
 

Join Gina Jack, NYSDEC Environmental 
Educator (and DPC member), for an overview 
of the history of Five Rivers, and highlights of 
some of the recent changes to the site.  Space 
will be provided for us to eat our lunch inside 
the visitor center.  Gina’s presentation will 
follow lunch.  After her presentation, we’ll 
have an opportunity to explore the exhibits at 
our own pace.  Gina will be available to 
answer questions throughout our visit.  Those 
who wish to extend their visit and walk Five 
Rivers’ trails are welcome to do so. 
 

When:   Wednesday, May 23 at noon 
Where:   Five Rivers Environmental 

Education Center  
 

Transportation:  Meet at the Center OR 
carpool at the DPC Parking lot (Delaware 
side)  at 11:30 AM. 
Bring:  A bag lunch – Cookies for dessert and 
beverages will be provided. 
 

An RSVP is very important to us for planning 
space, seating and refreshments.  Please 
contact Judy Riopelle, jjriopelle@gmail.com or 
Pam Taft, pamtaft73@gmail.com or sign up in 
the church narthex.  Indicate if you plan to go 
directly to Five Rivers or if you wish to 
carpool, meeting at the church parking lot. 

 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

 
Help Needed!! Coffee Hour!! 

Please take a minute and sign up to 
host a Coffee Hour in the coming 
weeks! 
 

It is an important part of our 
Fellowship at the church and helping out for 
just one Sunday continues this valuable time 
together. 
 

Any questions on how to host or what to do? 
Please contact Nancy Braaten at 
braaten.jack@gmail.com 
Thank you!! 
 

Family Feud 
 

What would be an ideal job for someone who 
likes to work outside? One hundred people 
surveyed and the top answer is...........??? 
 

On April 13, the CLC hosted a Family Feud 
night, competing for prizes trying to guess 
what 100 people would answer to a broad 
base of questions.  It was a great evening 
enjoyed by all ages!  Look for another Family 
Feud next year! 
 

Many thanks to those that helped set up, bake 
and clean up! 
 

Submitted by Nancy Braaten, CLC Chair 
 

 

mailto:jjriopelle@gmail.com
mailto:pamtaft73@gmail.com
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DEACONS 

 

 
 

11 Callie McGinn 

17 Chris Hyde 

18 Merle Winn 

19 Nancy Scholes 

22 Kat Pollan 

23 Pastor Karen Pollan 

24 Sammy Zayas 

25 Sarah Lewis 

28 Bunny Mow 
 
Don’t see your name?  Add your information to the 
birthday lists in the fellowship hall or email the 
office at info@delmarpres.org. 
 
 

 

SESSION UPDATE 

 

Highlights of the April 17, 2018  
Joint Deacon Elder Meeting  

 

 Dinner was served which was provided 

by the Personnel Committee and the 

Congregational Life Committee.  Our 

staff was recognized for their outstanding 

work.  Certain elders presented small 

gifts to the staff that were present.   
 

  A summary of the new Jermain 

Memorial Fund was presented including 

how the fund came about and how the 

money from the Fund may be spent.  A 

written report of a recent approved 

activity was distributed.  

 The Chair of the Finance Committee 

presented a summary of the operating 

budget and the various special funds that 

are in place including the Stewardship 

Fund, the Memorial Gifts Fund, the 

Capital Replacement Fund, and the 

Permanent Endowment Fund.  

 The Chair of the Christian Education 

Committee presented a concept of having 

one designated day of the week (middle 

of the week), where all activities, bible 

studies, etc. would take place on a regular 

basis throughout the year from late 

afternoon through the evening.  Activities 

would take place before or after a simple 

dinner is provided.  The thought is that 

attendance will be better if members can 

count on activities taking place on a 

specific day and time and plan their 

calendars accordingly.  A discussion 

followed and it was generally agreed that 

a pilot program should be planned for the 

Fall. 
 

 A discussion took place regarding 

information that we maintain on 

members, and the security of such 

information.  A sub-committee was 

formed to develop written policies on the 

way we collect and share personal 

information.  
 

 Approved the March 20, 2018 Session 

Meeting minutes. 
 

 Established a communion date of May 6, 

2018. 
 

 Approved building request from the Cub 

Scouts on April 17 and April 23.  
 

 Approved the baptisms of Julia Cooper 

and Abigail Cooper on April 29.  
 

mailto:info@delmarpres.org
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 The Buildings and Grounds committee 

reported that the woods project contractor 

is scheduled to begin and work should be 

completed during the week of April 23. 

Work remaining includes removal of a 

few more trees, clear debris and stumps, 

grade the area, and create paths.  Also, it 

was reported that the fire suppression 

nozzles in the kitchen will be removed at 

a cost less than what was planned.  
  

 The Christian Education Committee 

reported that the pre-confirmation youth 

are connecting well with adult advisors, 

and the youth have requested the 

opportunity to have a group chat.  The 

youth are engaging in a lot of new 

activities, including being trained on the 

sound board.  A written report was 

distributed. 
  

 The Congregational Life Committee 

reported that Family Feud night was a 

success with 54 people attending.  It was 

well received and a wide range of ages 

was involved.  
  

 The Communications Committee 

reported that the hallway boards will be 

updated with more information and will 

be better organized.  A discussion 

followed regarding the use of member 

name tags and the videotaping of worship 

services and including them on the web 

site.  The committee will investigate how 

the music sound quality could be 

improved on the videos.  
 

 The Finance Committee reported that 

pledges received have picked up and 

spending is mostly on target.  Some of 

the dividend income generated by the 

Permanent Endowment Fund may be 

needed to meet the budget.  Written 

reports were distributed.  

 The Outreach Committee reported the 

Crop Walk will take place May 6, and 

more information will follow.  
 

 The Worship Committee has been 

researching the purchase of a new piano, 

as one of the pianos in the Fellowship 

Hall will most likely be disposed of due 

to the high cost of repairs needed. 
 

Submitted by Dave Austin, Clerk of Session 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

 

 
“New Views”  

Woods Project Update    
 

The woods beautification project is completed! 
 

  
 
The grading is finished, the grass seed 
planted, and the walking paths placed. 
 
Submitted by Gail Chase,  
Woods Subcommittee Chair 
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SPORTS 

 

 
 

In April, we reported that Presby will not be 

playing in the Cooper-Varney Ecumenical 

Church Softball League this season.  Perhaps 

it’s the end of an era.  Perhaps it’s just a leave 

of absence.  Either way, a bit of history seems 

appropriate. 
 

In 1972, the Rev. George Phelps encouraged 

Bob Lynk to organize a softball team for the 

league organized in 1971.  That mission was 

accomplished.  Twenty-seven years later, Greg 

Turner succeeded Bob as team manager and 

followed through for another 19 years.   
 

This year, no longer blessed with a generous 

roster of baby boomers and their successors, a 

decision was made to retire from the league.   

Bob and Greg thank Presby players and those 

on other teams and their managers for 46 

years of good summer fellowship.  
 

Greg says, “There are countless memories.  

Some of the most enduring ones are of 

families with two and occasionally three 

generations playing on the same team.  We 

enjoyed Thursday evenings with some very 

talented players as well as the less gifted ones.  

Presby was a force to be reckoned with.” 
 

Update: This season, the league has dropped 

from a high of 16 teams to eight: Bethlehem 

Lutheran, Bethany Reformed, Bethlehem 

Community, Delmar First United Methodist, 

Delmar Reformed, Wynantskill First 

Reformed, Masonic Lodge (St. Thomas), and 

the Delmar Fire Department.  As usual, the 

games are scheduled for Thursday evenings, 

beginning on May 3.  
 

Try http.cvsoftball@tripod.com for 

information about games this season. 

 

 
 

On March 9 and 10, Sierra Glass competed in 

Syracuse with the Section II All Star Team.  

The team finished fourth in the 11-team 

tourney.  Sierra said it was a great experience. 
 

In April, Sierra was named to the Times 

Union’s 2017-2018 Second All Star Team 

roster for girls’ high school bowling. 
 

On March 15, after a 19-year hiatus, Bob Lynk 

bowled his fourth sanctioned 300 game.  It 

was his first one in the Twenty-First Century. 

 

 
 

Diana Wildemann is a long-time fan of the 

UConn Women’s Basketball Team.  In March 

she attended their games in the Times Union 

Center.  She saw the Huskies win the Eastern 

Regional Tournament.  Thanks to television, 

she also watched the team play in the Final 

Four in Columbus, Ohio. 
 

Submitted by Bob Lynk 

mailto:http.cvsoftball@tripod.com
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(continued from page 1) 

Seeing new ways for the old, old story embodies Easter hope and joy! Overlapping both Lent and 

Easter a group of adults have been sharing thoughts and exploring their faith in a study entitled 

“Living the Questions.” Soon Session 3 will begin. “Faith seeking understanding” has been a 

foundational approach to theology, especially among Protestants. “Living the Questions” is a great 

companion to that endeavor and certainly studying sacred scripture is a way to experience the life 

giving newness of the Spirit. 

Christ is Risen! The Jermain Memorial Fund (JMF) is yet another new possibility with which our 

church has been blessed. The funds ($4,700) were donated to our church by Albany Presbytery. The 

funds came with no strings – but with the hope that it would be seed money for something new. 

Session established the JMF with just that end in mind: it is a revolving fund designed to quickly 

launch various projects deemed of value to our mission, especially Christian Education. While we 

hope to recover costs of any project, it is hoped that the availability of this fund will ensure that 

everybody participates and that congregation members will be excited about making suggestions. 

Eventually, the revolving fund will be spent down, but not before it has supported many good 

projects as possible. 

Christ is Risen! And the church is filled with the renewing Spirit of Easter!  

Blessings, Pastor Karen 

 
Delmar Presbyterian Church 
585 Delaware Avenue 
Delmar, NY 12054 

 


