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  The Delmar Prez  

 

 
                    MARCH 2019             Number 509 

 

Focus on Environmental Justice 
 

DPC: An Earth Care Congregation 
by Gary Lind 

 

Recently, the Session acted positively on a recommendation 
brought forward by Elder Nancy Braaten on behalf of an ad hoc task 
force of concerned members of the congregation, that DPC should 
seek designation by the Presbyterian Church USA as an Earth Care 
Congregation (ECC).  To become certified, churches take the Earth 
Care Pledge and complete activities and projects in worship, 
education, facilities, and outreach. 
 

Theologians, church leadership and the faithful of many 
congregations are beginning to face up to the stunning reality in which we live.  Within a few 
decades, unless we see fundamental change, creation itself will be irreversibly harmed.  The 202nd 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adopted “Restoring Creation for Ecology and 
Justice,” which calls our denomination to engage in the tasks of restoring creation.  This GA policy 
“recognizes restoring creation as a central concern of the church, to be incorporated into its life and 
mission at every level.  Further, it recognizes that restoring creation is not a short-term concern to 
be handled in a few years, but a continuing task to which the nation and the world must give 
attention and commitment, and which has profound implications for the life, work, and witness of 
Christian people and church agencies.” 
 

Designation as an ECC is not an end in itself, but rather an organizing framework for ongoing 
prayer, discernment and action by our congregation to respond to the crisis before us.  It is our 
hope that every member will find new opportunities for expressions of earth-care as these 
initiatives unfold.  The basic structure of ECC provides a kind of scorecard to track the 
congregation’s activities in the four areas of worship, education, facilities and outreach.  Each year 
we will conduct a self-evaluation and send the results along to PCUSA for continued designation as 
an ECC. 
 

We look forward to your input and energy. You can find more information about the 
initiative on the PCUSA website - http://www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations.  
 

EARTH CARE PLEDGE 
Our worship and discipleship will celebrate God’s grace and glory in creation. 

Our education will encourage and support each other in keeping and healing the 
creation.  Our facilities will be managed, maintained, and upgraded to respect and cherish 

all creation.  Our outreach will encourage community involvement and public policy to protect 
and restore the earth.

Delmar Presbyterian Church 
585 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054  (518) 439-9252 

www.delmarpres.org   office@delmarpres.org     

 
 

 

Please see page 5 for information on the next Earth Care meeting 

http://www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations
http://www.delmarpres.org/
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Monthly Activities: 
Choir Rehearsals:  Sundays at 9 am 
Church School: Sundays at 9:15 am  
Monday Study Group:  Mondays at 10 am 

Bells of Praise: Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
Women’s AA:    Sundays at 7:15 pm,  Tuesdays at 12 
Closed Meeting AA: Thursdays at noon 
Prez Deadline for April:  March 23 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1  Lent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10 am Communion 
& RPMs in Worship 
11:15 Refreshments 

 7:30 pm 
Christian Ed.  

3:45 & 6 pm 
Lenten Study 

   

8  Lent 2 9 10 11 12 13 14 

F A M I L Y  P R O M I S E  W E E K  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Refreshments 
11:15 Earth Care (lib) 

  3:45 & 6 pm 
Lenten Study 

  Grounds for 
Giving Coffee 
House at 
Delmar 
Reformed  
6 pm-9 pm 

15 Lent 3 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10 am Worship & 
Children’s 
Presentation 
11:15 Refreshments 

 

 

3:45 & 6 pm 
Lenten Study 

   

22 Lent 4 23 24 25 26 27 28 

10 am Worship 
11:15 Refreshments 

6 pm Scouts 
6:15 Scouts 

 12 pm Ladies 
Who Care 
3:45 & 6 pm 
Lenten Study 
4 pm Scouts 
Dinner 

  8 am Kiwanis 
Breakfast 

29 Lent 5 30 31     

10 am Worship 
11:15 Refreshments 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Liturgist Host Greeters Deacon 

1 RPMs  
Sarah  
Carroll 

Carrolls Drew Hyde 
8 Matt Cooper Jean Somerville &  

Dianne Bormann 
Drew Hyde 

15 Dave Rees Andersens Liza Ahner 
22 Irene Harbison Tafts Drew Hyde 
29 TBD Moser/Spielman Liza Ahner 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Church School 
 

We are currently in Module 5 of our Sunday 

School program year.  Our leaders are Matt 

Cooper and Nate Cady.  We are studying Mark 

along with the congregation.  The  next 

children’s presentation will be on March 15th. 

 

Lenten Reflection and Group Study  
 
Lent begins this year on February 26th, Ash 
Wednesday, culminating with Holy Week and 
Easter Sunday in early April.  On the 
Wednesdays between please plan to attend a 
special weekly Lenten program from the 
Living the Questions series:  Countering 
Pharaoh…Today.  Featuring noted Old 
Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann, 
Countering Pharaoh…Today highlights the 
Israelites’ journey from slavery to covenant 
and how we continue, and repeat, that 
journey today, because, in Brueggemann’s 
words, “Pharaoh has immense power always 
to draw us back into slavery.”  
 

Countering Pharaoh…Today is a DVD-based 
study and discussion planned around five 
weekly sessions, each with its own focus and 
emphasis.  The format will be the same as our 
ongoing Wednesday sessions, with group 

study at either 3:45 or 6:00 
p.m., and a simple “soup” 
supper between from 5:00 
- 6:00.  Some very light 
reading will be 
recommended prior to 
each session, with 
handouts provided in 
advance.  Each session will 
be a distinct topic, building 

on the previous ones, but attendance at all 
five is not required to benefit from and enjoy 
Brueggemann’s engaging speaking style and 
ability to give “old” material new life and 
application.  He will challenge us to new 
thinking, and restore the meaning of 
covenant, as we progress through Lent and 
anticipate the Easter event in 2020. 
 

Please consider sharing with us, beginning 
Wednesday, March 4th, in this compelling 
reflection on the historical and contemporary 
meaning and demands of covenant. 

 

 

RPMs 

 

Mission Trip 2020 

The RPMs are headed to Washington DC for 
our annual mission trip!  The RPMs will be 
working with a range of organizations that 
revolve around serving people who are food 
insecure.  Some volunteer opportunities will 
include serving meals to food-insecure folks, 
organizing food and supplies at the DC food 
bank, cooking-for-eating programs, and 
prepping and delivering food for homebound 
folks.  

YOU CAN HELP MAKE THIS TRIP A 
REALITY!!! 

While each person contributes around $300 
toward the cost of the trip, the remainder of 
the expenses are covered through fundraising 
activities, and assistance from the three 
congregations.  Your contribution is tax-
deductible.  Look for the RPMs as we will be 
visiting your church soon to tell you more!  To 
donate please make your check payable to 
“RPM Seniors”.  You can also deliver it to the 
RPM mailbox at the Church Office. 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Grounds for Giving  

 
Fundraiser to Benefit the  

RPMs Mission Trip  
Saturday, March 14th  

6:00 pm-9:00pm  
Delmar Reformed Church 

386 Delaware Ave., Delmar, NY. 
Tickets: $15 or 2 for $25 

Child Care will be provided –  
prior sign up a must! 

Tickets will be available during  
church fellowship hour 

or contact RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com / 
518.596.2116 and of course they will be 

available at the door 
 

Be entertained by the musical styling of Brian 
Axford and other guests.  The RPMs will serve 
passed Hors d’oeuvres and there will still be 
an array of desserts and coffees!  As always 
we will have our wonderful silent auction and 
raffle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEACONS 

 

 
 

3 Dan Krzykowski 

3 Nancy Lynk 

4 Mary Fleischut 

6 Bailey MacTavish 

8 Dan Lewis 

9 Prince Bolleddu 

10 James Carroll 

16 Sue Kilgallon 

19 Patrick Carroll 

19 Betty Thacher 

24 Anne Crawford 

27 Kevin Kilgallon 

27 Trish McGinn 

27 Katarina Rees 

29 Jack Gajewski 

31 Midge Trivers 

 
 

Deacons’ Sunday 
 

The first Sunday of the month is Deacons' 

Sunday.  Blue envelopes are in the pews for your 

gift at any time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Palm Sunday  April 5  Communion  10 a.m.  Delmar 
Holy Monday  April 6  Communion   12:15 p.m.  New Scotland 
Holy Tuesday April 7  Communion  12:15 p.m.  Delmar  
Holy Wednesday April 8  Communion  12:15 p.m.  New Scotland 
     Lenten Study   3:30 p.m. & 6 p.m. Delmar 
Maundy Thursday April 9  Worship     7 p.m.  Delmar 
Good Friday  April 10 Worship     7 p.m.  New Scotland 
Great Vigil  April 11 Meditation    11 a.m.  Delmar 
Sunrise Service April 12 Worship      6 a.m.  Thacher Park 
Breakfast  April 12 Fellowship      6:45 a.m.  New Scotland 
Easter Sunday April 12 Communion    10 a.m.  Delmar 

mailto:RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

Ladies Who Care 
Wednesday, March 25, at Noon 

         “My Brush With Art” 
 

 
 
 
How would YOU define art?  Be prepared to 
respond to that question when asked by our 
speaker, Bob Lynk.   
 

Webster says:  “Art is the human effort to 
imitate, supplement, alter or counteract the 
works of nature.  It is the conscious 
arrangement of production of sound, color, 
forms, movements or other elements in a way 
that affects the aesthetic sense—such as 
baking a pie.” 
 

Please join us as we journey with Bob (a 
retired veterinarian) from novice to 
accomplished painter.  Many of us in the 
community are fortunate to own his beautiful 
and serene watercolor paintings.   
 

When:   March 25th at noon 
Where:  DPC  Library 
Bring:     A bag lunch – beverages and a 
dessert will be provided 
RSVP:     pamtaft73@gmail.com or 
jjriopelle@gmail.com  or sign up in the 
narthex 
 
 
 

Environmental Justice  
and Reducing DPC’s 

Environmental Footprint 
 

 
 

 

Earth Care Task Force 
March 8 – after Church in library 

Please join us! 
 

This will be our second meeting to discuss 
ways we, as a church, can reduce our 
Environmental Footprint.  We will discuss 
projects and approaches we can take to 
decrease our environmental impact and 
become more eco-friendly.  Please bring 
information on areas discussed last meeting 
and any new ideas! 
 
Nancy Braaten 

 
Refuse – Reduce -- Reuse – Recycle – Rot 

 

 

OUTREACH 

 

Family Promise 
Week of March 8 – 15 

 

You can help by signing up to prepare a meal, 

spend an evening hosting or sleeping over at 

the church.  Help is also needed to prepare 

rooms before arrival and to break down 

rooms when the week is over.  This important 

ministry helps fragile families get back on 

their feet.  Check with Dave Rees for more 

information: Drees21@verizon.net.  Look 

for the signup sheet on the Outreach board. 

mailto:pamtaft73@gmail.com
mailto:jjriopelle@gmail.com
mailto:Drees21@verizon.net
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Bowling for Beds 

On February 8th, 23 Presbys bowled two 
games each at Del Lanes to raise funds for the 
Capital Area Council of Churches’ Emergency 
Shelter Fund. 
 

Our bowlers want to thank the congregation 
for their generous support as we raised 
$2,650 of the $13,000 plus raised this year for 
the shelter fund. 
 

Fifteen churches participated, with the second 
place Journey UCC raising $1824.  A total of 
163 bowlers participated this year. 
 

Bob Lynk 

 

 

SESSION 

  

Highlights of the February 23, 2020 

Session Meeting  

The Finance Committee Chair presented 
written reports for the year 2020 to date. 
 

The Christian Education Committee has been 
meeting to discuss the safe sanctuary policy. 
 

The Communications Committee and Building 
& Grounds Committee are working to improve 
the sign at the Cherry Ave. entrance.  The 
Parish Plan is being updated and a directory 
will be in the works soon. 
 

The Congregational Life Committee reported 

that the Earth Care task force has begun 

meeting.  DPC has applied for certification 

from PC(USA) to become an Earth Care 

Congregation.  Session approved the 

affirmation of the Earth Care Pledge. 

The Outreach Committee mailed Valentine 

treat boxes to our 20 college students. 

Session also took action on the following 

items at the meeting: 

 Approved Ravi Bolleddu as Clerk of 

Session. 
 

 Approved the minutes from the 

December Session meeting. 
 

 Approved receiving new members 

Cheryl Gardiner, Richard Root and 

Valerie Root. 
 

 Approved minutes from the 

Congregational Meeting in January. 
 

 Approved Communion on March 1st. 
 

 Approved building use requests from a 

church member and two community 

members. 
  

 Approved reinvestment in the 

Community Loan Fund, as has been 

done for over 25 years. 
 

The next Session meeting was established for 
Tuesday, March 17th at 7 p.m. 
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Bake Sale, Sunday, March 1, 2020 
following worship 

 

 
 
Satisfy your sweet tooth for a good cause!  On Sunday March 1, members of 
Cornerstone Protestant Campus Ministry at the University at Albany will be hosting a bake 
sale at our church.  Get your favorite baked goods – pies, breads, cookies, brownies, and 
more!  Eat up for a good cause!  The money raised will underwrite the cost of the ministry 
on campus including worship, bible study, Java and Justice and much, much more.   
 

 

Easter Flowers 

 

If you would like to help decorate the Sanctuary for the Easter season, please complete 

the form in the Sunday bulletin and return with your payment to the office.   

All plants are $10. 

 

Deadline:  Sunday, March 22, 2020 
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Delmar Presbyterian Church 
585 Delaware Avenue 
Delmar, NY 12054 

 
 
 

This year Austin Seminary’s Lenten Devotional will be available in digital format 

only.  A series of nine brief videos, posted on our website and distributed through 

email and social media, will feature students interviewing our faculty about ways 

the season of Lent informs and inspires our Easter hope.  To receive links to the 

videos, please sign up at: www.austinseminary.edu/lentsubscribe 

 

Clergy Stuff follows the narrative lectionary and has daily devotionals that follow 

our Sunday readings.  To follow along during Lent, use this link: 

https://clergystuff.com/daily-devotions?view=calendar&month=03-2020 

http://www.austinseminary.edu/lentsubscribe
https://clergystuff.com/daily-devotions?view=calendar&month=03-2020

